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Cover figure: (a) Photograph of the caustics (boundaries between bright and dark regions) due to
an acrylic sphere illuminated by white light. (b) Illumination of a hexagonal glass prism yields no
caustics, but gives rise to other interesting optical features. See the article on page 751 to learn how
hexagonal ice crystals lead to a wide range of atmospheric optical phenomena.
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Cover figure: A collision of colored water drops is photographed while in free fall. Such collisions
can resemble nuclear and galactic collisions, and can provide useful insights into these processes.
See the article on page 846 to learn more about the simple apparatus used for these experiments.
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Cover: This experimental burn was set in the forests of the southeastern Amazon near the town
of Canarana, Mato Grosso state, Brazil. The experiment is the largest and longest-running burn
experiment in the Amazon. It aims to see how increasing fires are changing forest dynamics in the
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Cover: Railways distribute the majority of stored wheat in the United States, from local rail-loading
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